ESSAYS ON THE GITA

we shall see that it is, so far as it is an operation, a
movement of reversal or recoil in the principle of
Buddhi, the discriminative will. Buddhi has been
lending itself to the perceptions of the mind-sense; it
has been busy discriminating and co-ordinating the
operations of the cosmic energy and by the aid of the
ego-sense identifying the Witness with her works of
thought, sense and action. It arrives by the process
of discriminating things at the acid and dissolvent
realisation that this identity is a delusion; it discrimi-
nates finally the Purusha from Prakriti and perceives
that all is mere disturbance of the equilibrium of the
.gunas; the Buddhi, at once intelligence and will, recoils
from the falsehood which it has been supporting and
the Purusha, ceasing to be bound, no longer associates
himself with the interest of the mind in the cosmic
play. The ultimate result will be that Prakriti will
lose her power to reflect herself in the Purusha; for the
-effect of the ego-sense is destroyed and the intelligent
will becoming indifferent ceases to be the means of her
sanction: necessarily then her gunas must fall into a
stat^ of equilibrium, the cosmic play must cease, the
Purusha return to his immobile repose. But if there
were only the one Purusha and this recoil of the dis-
criminating principle from its delusions took place, all
cosmos would cease. As it is, we see that nothing of
the kind happens. A few beings among innumerable
millions attain to liberation or move towards it; the
rest are in no way affected, nor is cosmic Nature in her
play with them one whit inconvenienced by this
summary rejection which should be the end of all her
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